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Commiſſion for the Tryal of the Slaughter committed ak 


Glenco, upon the 13th Day of February, 1692. 
7 LLIAM, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, 


Sc. To all good Men to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, 


Greeting. Whereas we have taken into Confideration, that tho in the 
Year of our Lord 1693, we gave Power, by expreſs Inſiructions, to 
William Duke of Hamilton deceas'd, and others, to examine and in- 
quire into the Slaughter of certain People of the Name of Macdonald 
and others in Glenco, in the Year 1692, and into the Way and Man- 
ner how the ſame was committed, yet nevertheleſs, the Inquiry then 
made, purſuant to the ſaid Inſtructions, was DEFECTIVE ; and con- 


ſidering likewiſe, that the moſt effettual Method for receiving full Infor- 


mation of ths true Circumſtances of the Matter aforeſaid, muſt be 
a Commiſſion to that Effeft ; and being very well ſatisfied of the Abi- 


lities and Fitneſs of the Perſons under-nam'd, for the Ends before exe 
preſ*d: Know ye therefore that we have nam'd and conſtituted, and 


by the Tenor of theſe Preſents do name and conſtitute, aur Right Truſly 
and well-belov'd Couſin and Counſellor, John Marquiſs of Trueddale, 
our High Chancellor, and William Earl of Annandale, and our 


Truſiy and Beloved Counſellors, Fohbn Lord Murray, Sir James 


Stuart our Advocate, Adam Cockburn of Ormiſton our Fuſlice Clerk, 


Mr. Archbald Hope of Rankeiller, and Sir William Hamilton of 


Whitelaw, Senators of our College of Fuſtice, Sir James Ogilvy our 


Solicitor, and Adam Drummond of Meggins (of whom froe ſhall be a 
Quorum, and granting them Power to chuſe their own Clerk) our 


Commiſſioners, to take Precognition and make Inquiry into the Slaughter 
aforeſaid, by whom and how, and by what Colour of Authority the 
ame was committed: And in order io the Diſcovery of the ſame, we 


give Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to ſend for all Warrants and 
Directions granted for that End; and likewiſe to examine all Perſons 
that had any hand in the Buſineſs aforeſaid, and likewiſe to examine 


Witneſſes as ſhall be found neceſſary, either upon Oath or Declaration; 


and afterwards the ſaid Comi ſſioners ſhall tranſmit to us the true State 
of the Matter aforeſaid, together with the Proofs and Evidence that 
Hall be brought before them, that after due and full Information, we 


may give ſuch Directions thereupon, as to us ſhall ſeem meet and ne- 
cefſary. In Teſiimony whereof, we have commanded our Great Seal 


zo be appended to theſe Preſents. 


Given at our Court at Kenſington, the 29th Day of April, 1695, | 


and of our Reign the Seventh. 8 
Super ſcrib'd by the Signature of the Hand- voriting of our moſt 
Serene Lord the King. . | | | 
Written to the Great Seal, and Regiſter d the 20th Day of May, 1695. 
Don Rannald, Deput. 


Jo. Dickſone, 


Seal'd at Edinburgh, May 20, 169 5. 
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Report of the Commiſſion given by his 
VMäajeſty, for inquiring into the Slaughter 
of the Men of Glenco, ſubſcrib'd at 
 Halyrud-Houſe the 20th Day of June, 
£0983. 


_ TOHN Marquiſs of Tweddale, Lord High 

Chancellor of Scotland, William Earl of An- 
nandale, John Lord Murray, Sir James Stuart his 
majeſty's advocate, Adam Cockburn of Ormiftoun, 
lord juſtice clerk, Sir Archbald Hope of Ranke- 
iller, and Sir William Hamilton of Whitelaw, 
two of the ſenators of the college of juſtice, Sir 
James Ogilvy his majeſty's ſolicitor, and Adam 
Drummond of Meggins, commiffioners appointed 
by his majeſty, by his commiſſion under the great 
ſeal of the date the 29th of April laſt paſt, to 
make inquiry, and to take tryal and precognition 
about the ſlaughter of ſeveral perſons of the Sir- 
name of Macdonald and others in Glenco, in the year 
1692, by whom and in what manner, and by what 
PRETENDED AUTHORITY the ſame was committed, 
with power to call for all warrants and directions 
given in that matter; as alſo to examine all per- 
5 who had a hand therein, with what witneſſes 
they ſhould find neceſſary, either upon oath or 
declaration, and to report to his majeſty the true 


ſtate of the ſaid matter, with the evidence and 


teſtimonies to be adduc'd before them, as the ſaid 
commiſſion more amply bears: Having met and 
quality'd themſelves by taking the oath of alle- 
giance and aflurance, conform to the act of par- 
lament, with the oath de Fideli, as uſe is in ſuch 
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caſes, did, according to the power given to them, 
chuſe Mr. Alexander Monro of Beircroft to be 
their clerk; and he having alſo qualified himſelf 
as above, they proceeded into the ſaid inquiry, to 


call for alt warrants and directions, with all 


ſuch perſons as witnefſes, that might give light 
in the {aid matter; and having econſider'd the 
foreſaid warrants and directions produc'd before 
tbem, and taken the oaths and depoſitions of the 
witneſſes undernam'd, they with all fubmiſſion 
lay the report of the whole diſcovery made by 
them before his majeſty in the order following. 
And, Firft, Of fome things that preceeded the 


ſaid ſlaughter. Secondly, Of the Matter of fact, 


with the proofs and evidence taken, when and in 
what manner committed. Thirdly, Of the warrants 
and directions that either really were, or were 
8 for the committing it. And, Laſtly, 
The commiſſioners humble opinion of the true 
ſtate and account of. that whole bufineſss. 
The things to be remark'd preceding the ſaid 


Slaughter, were, That it's CERTAIN that the Laird's 


of Glenco.and Auchintriaten, and their followers, were 
in the inſurreclion and rebellion made by ſome of the 
highland clans, under the command firſt of the 
Viſcount of Dundee, and then of Major General 


Buchan, in the years 1689 and 1690. This is 
ACKNOWLEDGED BY, ALL. But when the Earl 


of Braidalbin call'd the heads of the clans, and 
met with. them in. Auchallader in July 1691, in 
order to a ceſſation, the deceas'd Alexander Mac- 


donald, of Glenco was there with Glengary, Sir 
John Maclene, and others, and agreed to the ceſſa- 


tion, as it is alſo acknowledged: But the deceas'd 
— | Glenco's 
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Glenco's two ſons, who were at that time with 
their father in the town of Auchallader, depone, 
that they heard that the Earl of Braidalbin did at 
that time quarrel with the deceaſed Glenco about 
fome cows that the Earl alledg'd were ſtolen from 
his men by Glenco's men; and that tho' they 
were not preſent to hear the words, yet their 
father told them of the challenge. And the two 
fons, with Ronald Macdonald, indweller in 
Glenco, and Ronald Macdonald in Innerriggen in 
Glenco, do all depone, That they heard the de- 
ceas'd Glenco ſay, that the Earl of Braidalbin at 
the meeting of Auchallader threatened to do him 
a miſchief, and that he fear'd a miſchief from no 
man ſo much as from the Earl of Braidalbin, as 
their depoſitions at the letter A in the margin 
bears. And Alexander Macdonald, ſecond ſon 
to the deceas'd Glenco, doth farther depone, That 
he hath often heard from his father and others, 
that there had been in former times blood betwixt 
Braidalbin's family and their clan, as his depo- 
fition at the ſame mark bears. And here the 
commiſſioners cannot but take notice of what 
hath occur'd to them in two letters from Secre- 
tary Stair to Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, one 
of the iſt, and another of the 3d of December, 
1691, wherein he expreſſes his reſentment from 
the marring of the bargain that ſhould have been 
betwixt the Earl of Braidalbin and the highland» 
ers to a very great height, charging ſome for their 
deſpite againft him, as if it had been the only 
Haindrance of that fettlement : whence he goes on 
in his of the third of December to ſay, That fince 
the government cannot oblige them, it is obliged. 
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to rum ſome of them to weaken and frighten the 
reſt, and that the Macdonalds will fall in this net; 
and, in effect, ſeems even from that time, which 
was almoſt a month before the expiring of the 
_ king's indemnity, to project with Lieutenant 
Colonel Hamilton that ſome of them ſhould be 
rooted out and deſtroy d. His majeſty's procla- 
mation of indemnity was publiſh'd in Auguſt, 


1691, offering a free indemnity and pardon to all 
the highlanders who had been in arms, upon 


their coming in and taking the oath of allegi- 
ance betwixt that and the firſt of January there- 


after: And in compliance with the proclamation, - 


the deceas'd Glenco goes about the end of De- 
cemb. 1691, to Colonel Hill, governor of Fort- 


William at Inverlochie, and defired the Colonel 
to miniſter to him the oath of allegiance, that he 


might have the king's indemnity, But Colonel 
Hill in his depoſition, mark'd with the letter B, 
doth farther depone, That he haſten'd him away 
all he could, and gave him a letter to Ardkinlas 


to receive him as a loſt ſheep; and the Colonel 


produces Ardkinlas's anſwer to that letter, dated 
the gth of January, 1691, bearing, that he had 
endeavoured to receive the great loſt ſheep Glenco, 


and that Glenco had undertaken to bring in all 
his friends and followers, as the privy council 


ſhould order : and Ardkinlas further writes, that 


he was ſending to Edinburgh, that Glenco, tho? 
he had miſtaken in coming to Colonel Hill to 
take the oath of allegiance, might yet be wel- 
come, and that thereafter the Colonel ſhould take 

care that Glenco's friends and followers may not 


ſuffer, till the king and council's pleaſure be 
RS ol known, 
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known, as the ſaid letter mark'd on the back 
with the letter B bears. And Glenco's two ſons 
abovenam'd do depone in the ſame manner, That 
their father went about the end of December to 
Colonel Hill to take the oath of allegiance ; but 
ding his miſtake, and getting the Colonel's 
letter to Ardkinlas, he haſted to Inverary as ſoon as 
he could for the bad way and weather, and did 
not ſo much as go to his own houſe in his way 
to Inverary, tho' he paſt within half a mile of 
it, as both their depoſitions at the letter B bears. 
And John Macdonald, the eldeſt ſon, depones far- 
ther at the ſame mark, That his father was taken 
in his way by Captain Drummond at Barkaldin, 
and detained 24 hours. V © | 
* Sir Colin Campbel of Ardkinlas, ſheriff-deputy 0 
of Argile, depones, That the deceas'd Glenco came 
to Inverary about the beginning of January, 1692, 
with a letter from Colonel Hill to the effect Te 
above-mention'd, and was three days there before 
Ardkinlas could get thither, becauſe of bad wea- 
ther; and that Glenco ſaid to him, That he had 
not come ſooner, becauſe he was hinder'd by the 
ſtorm. And Ardkinlas farther depones, That 
when he declin'd to give the oath of allegiance | 
to Glenco, becauſe the laſt of December, the time | 
appointed for the taking of it, was paſt, Glenco | 
| beg'd with tears that he might be admitted to 
take it, and promis'd to bring in all his people 
within a ſhort time to do the like; and if any of 
them refus'd, they ſhould be impriſon'd or ſent to 
Flanders. Upon which Ardkinlas ſays, He did 
adminiſter to him the oath - of allegiance upon EF 
the 6th of January, 1692, and ſent a certificate = 
1 —- thereof =_ - 
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thereof to Edinburgh, with Colonel Hill's letter 
to Colin Campbel, ſheriff-clerk of Argile, who 


was then at Edinburgh; and further wrote to the 
faid Colin that he ſhould write back to him, 


whether Glenco's taking of the oath was allow'd 


by the council or not, as Ardkinlas's depoſition 
at the letter B teſtifies. And the faid Colin, ſhe- 


riff- clerk, depones, That the foreſaid letters, and 
the certificate relating to Glenco, with ſome other 


certificates relating to ſome other perſons, all 
upon one paper, were ſent in to him to Edinburgh 
by Ardkinlas; which paper being produc'd upon 
oath by Sir Gilbert Elliot, clerk of the ſecret 


council, but roll'd and ſcor'd as to Glenco's part, 
and his taking the oath of allegiance, yet the 


commifſioners found that it was not ſo delete or 


daſh'd, but that it may be read that Glenco did 
take the oath off allegiance at Inverary the 6th 
day of Jan. 1692, And the ſaid Colin Campbel 


depones, That it came to his hand fairly written, 


and not daſh'd ; and that with this certificate he 


had the ſaid letter from Ardkinlas (with Col. 


Hill's abovementioned letter to Ardkinlas in- 
clos'd) bearing, how earneſt Glenco was to take 


the oath of allegiance, and that he had taken it 
upon. the 6th of January, but that Ardkinlas was 
doubtful if that the council would receive it: 
and the ſheriff-clerk did produce before the com- 
miſſioners the foreſaid letter by Colonel Hill to 
Ardkinlas, dated at Fort-William the 31ſt day of 


Decemb. 1691, and bearing, that Glenco had 


been with him, but ſlip'd ſome days out of ig- 


norance; yet that it was good to bring in a loſt 


ſheep at any time, and would be an advantage to 
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render the king's government eaſy. And with 
the ſaid ſherift-clerk, the Lord Aberuchil, Mr. 
John Campbel, writer to the ſignet, and Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot, clerk to the council, do all declare, 
That Glenco's taking the oath of allegiance, 
with Ardkinlas's foreſaid certificate, as to his 
part of it, did come to Edinburgh, and was ſeen 
by them fairly written, and not fcor'd or daſh'd; 
but that Sir Gilbert and the other clerk of the 
council refus'd to take it in, becauſe done after 
the day appointed by the proclamation. Where- 
upon the ſaid Colin Campbel, and Mr. John 
Campbel, went, as they depone, to the Lord Abe- 
ruchil, then a privy counſellor, and deſir'd him 
to take the advice of privy counſellors about it; 
and accordingly they affirm that Aberuchil ſaid 
he had ſpoke to ſeveral privy counſellors, and 
partly to the Lord Stairs, and that it was their 
opinion that the foreſaid certificate could not be 
received without a warrant from the king, and 
that it would neither be ſafe to Ardkinlas, nor 
profitable to Glenco, to give in the certificate to 
the clerk of the council; and this the Lord Abe- 
ruchil confirms by his depoſition, but doth not 
name therein the Lord Stair. And Colin Camp- 
bel, the ſheriff-clerk, does farther depone, That 
with the knowledge of the Lord Aberuchil, Mr. 
John Campbel, and Mr. David Monerief, clerk 
to the council, he did by himſelf or his ſervant, 


ſcore or delate the foreſaid certificate, as now it 


ſtands ſcor'd, as to Glenco's taking the oath of 
| allegiance, and that he gave it in ſo {cor'd or ob- 


 Hrerate to the ſaid Mr: David Moncrief, clerk 


of the council, who took it in as it is now pro- 


B duc'd, 
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duc'd. But it doth not appear by all theſe de- 
poſitions, that the matter was brought to the 


council-board, that the council's pleaſure might 
be known upon it, tho' it ſeems to have been in- 


tended by Ardkinlas, who both writ himſelf, and 
ſent Colonel Hill's letter for to make Glenco's 


_ excuſe, and deſir'd exprefsly to know the coun- 


cCil's pleaſure, 


Alfter that Glenco had taken the oath of al- 
legiance, as is faid, he went home to his own 
houſe; and, as his own two fons above-nam'd 


depone, he not only liv'd there for ſome days 


quietly and ſecurely, but call'd his people toge- 
ther, and told them he had taken the oath of al- 
legiance, and made his peace, and therefore de- 


ſir'd and engag'd them to live peaceably under : 
King William's government, as the depoſitions 


of the {aid two ſons, who were preſent, mark'd 
with the letter E, bear. A 1 
Theſe things having preceded the ſlaughter, 
which happen'd not to be committed until the 


13th of February, 1692, fix wecks after the de- 


ceas'd Glenco had taken the oath of allegiance 
at Inverary, the ſlaughter of the Glenco men was 
in this manner, viz. John and Alexander Macdo- 
nalds, ſons to the deceas'd Glenco, depone, That 
Glengary's houfe being reduc'd, the forces were 
call'd back to the ſouth, and Glenlyon, a captain 
of the Earl of Argile's regiment, with Lieutenant 
L indſay and Enfign Lindſay, and fix ſcore Sol- 
diers, return'd to Glenco about the iſt of Febru- 
ary, 1692, where, at their Entry, the elder bro- 
ther John met them with about 20 men, and de- 
manded the reaſon of their coming; and Lieute- 
5 nant 


the Maſſacre at Glenco. 11 


nant Lindſay ſhew'd bim his orders for quarter- 
ing there under Colonel Hill's hand, and gave 
aſſurance that they were only come to quarter; 
whereupon they were billeted in the country, and 
had free quarters and kind entertainment, living 
familiarly with the people until the 13th day of 
February. And Alexander further depones, That 
Glenlyon being his wife's uncle, came almoſt 
every day and took his morning drink at his 
houſe; and that the very night before the 
ſlaughter, Glenlyon did play at cards in his own 
quarters with both the brothers. And John de- 
pones, That old Glenco his father had invited 
Glenlyon, Lieutenant Lindſay and Enſign Lind- 
far”, to dine with him upon the very day the 
flaughter happen'd. But on the 13th day of 
February, being Saturday, about four or five in 
the morning, Lieutenant Lindiay, with a party 
of the forefcid ſoldiers, came to old Glenco's 
houſe, where having call'd in a friendly manner, 
and got in, they ſhot his father dead with ſeveral. 
ſhots as he was rifing out of his bed; and the 
mother having got up and put on her clothes, 
the ſoldiers ſtrip'd her naked, and drew the rings 
off her fingers with their teeth; as likewiſe they 
kill'd one man more, and wounded another 
grievouſly at the ſame place. And this relation 
they ſay they had from their mother, and is con- 
firm'd by the depoſition of Archbald Macdonald 
indweller in Glenco; who farther depones that 
_ Glenco was ſhot behind his back with two ſhots, 
one thro' the head, and another thro' the body; 
and two more were kill'd with him in that place, 
3 and 
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and a third wounded and left for dead. And this 


he knows, becauſe he came that ſame day to 
Glenco's houſe, and ſaw his dead body lying be- 
fore the door, with the other two that were kill'd, 
and ſpoke with the third that was wounded, whoſe 
name was Duncan Don, who came there occa- 
ſionally with letters from the Brae of Mar. 

The ſaid John Macdonald, eldeſt ſon to the 
deceas'd Glenco, depones, the lane morning that 
his father was kill'd, there came ſoldiers to his 
houſe before day, and call'd at his window, 
which gave him the alarm, and made him go to 
Innerriggen, where Glenlyon was quarter'd, and 
that he found Glenlyon and his men preparing 
their arms, which made the deponent afk the 
cauſe; but Glenlyon gave him only good words, 
and ſaid they were to march againſt ſome of 
 Glengary's men, and if there were ill intended, 
would not he have told Sandy and his niece ? 
meaning the deponent's brother and his wife ; 

which made the deponent go home and go again 
to his bed, until his fervant, who hinder'd him 
to ſleep, rais'd him. And when he roſe and went 
out, he perceiv'd about twenty men coming to- 
wards his houſe, with their bayonets fix'd to. 
their muſkets; whereupon he fled to the hill, 
and having Auchnaion, a little village in Glenco, 


in view, he heard the ſhots wherewith Auchin= _ 


triaten and four more were kill'd; and that he 
heard alſo the ſhots at Innerriggen, where Glen- 
lyon had caus'd to kill nine more, as ſhall be here- 
after declar'd. And this is confirm'd by the con- 
curring depoſition of Alexander Macdonald his 
brother, whom a ſervant wak'd out of fleep, ſay- 


ing, 
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ing, It is no time for you to be ſleeping, when 
they are killing your Brother at the Door; which 


made Alexander to flee with his Brother to the 
Hill, where both of them heard the foreſaid Shots 


at Auchnaion and Innerriggen. And the ſaid 


John, Alexander and Archibald Macdonald do all 
depone, that the ſame Morning there was one 
Serjeant Barber and a Party at Auchnaion, and 


that Auchintriaten being there in his brother's 
| houſe, with eight more fitting about the fire, the 
ſoldiers diſcharg'd upon them about eighteen ſhot, 


which killed Auchintriaten and four more; but 
the other four, whereof ſome were wounded, fall- 
ing down as dead, ſerjeant Barber laid hold on 
Auchintriaten's brother, one of the four, and aſk'd 
him if he were alive? He anſwer'd, that he was, 


and that he deſir'd to die without rather than 


within: Barber ſaid, that for his meat that he had 


eaten, he would do him the favour to kill him 


without ; but when the man was brought out, 


and ſoldiers brought up to ſhoot him, he having 


his plaid looſe, flung it over their faces, and ſo 
eſcap'd ; and the other three broke thro* the back 


of the houſe, and eſcap'd: And this account the 
deponents had from the men that efcap'd. And 
at Innerriggen, where Glenlyon was quarter'd, 
the foldiers took other nine men, and did bind 


them hand and foot, kill'd them one by one with 
ſhot. And when Glenlyon inclin'd to ſave a young 


man of about twenty years of age, one Captain 
Drummond came and aſt d how he came to be ſaved, 
in 7 7 of the orders that were given, and ſhot 


him dead. And another young boy of about thirteen 
years ran to Glenlyon to be ſav'd, he was likewiſe 
Fo a ſhot 
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foot dead: and in the ſame town there was a woman 
and a boy about four or five years of age hill d: and 
at Auchnaion there was alſo a child miſs'd, and 
nothing found of him but the Hand. There were 
Iikewiſe ſeveral kill'd at other Places, whereof one 
was an old man about eighty years of age. And all 
this the deponents ſay they affirm, becauſe they 
heard the ſhot, ſaw the dead bodies, and had an 
account from the women that were left. And 
Ronald Macdonald, indweller in Glenco, farther 
depones, that he being living with his father in a 
little town of Glenco, ſome of Glenlyon's ſoldiers 
came to his father” s houſe, the ſaid 1 3th of Febru- 
ary in the morning, and drag'd his father out of 
his bed, and knock'd him down for dead at the door; 
which the deponent ſeeing, made his eſcape, and 
bis father recovering after the ſoldiers were gone, 
got into another houſe ; but this houſe was ſhortly 
burnt, and his father burnt in-it : and the deponent 
came there after, and gather'd his father's bones, 
and burnt them. He alfo declares, that at Auch- 
naion, where Auchintriaten was kill'd, he ſaw the 
body of Auchintriaten and three more caſt out and 
cover d with dung. And another witneſs of the 
fame declares, that upon the fame 1 3th of Febru- 
ary, Glenlyon and Lieutenant Lindſay, and their 
ſoldiers, did in the morning before day, fall upon 
the people of Glenco when they were ſecure in 
their beds, and kill'd them; and he being at In- 
nerriggen, fled with the firſt, but heard ſhots, and 
had two brothers kill'd there, with three men more 
and a woman, who were all bury'd before he came 
back. And all theſe five witneſſes concur, that 
the e forclaid ſlaughter was made by Glenlyon and 
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his ſoldiers, after they had been quarter'd, and lud 
peaceably and friendly with the Glenco men about 13 


days, and that the number of thoſe whom ther 


knew to be ſlain were about 25; and that the ſol- 


diers after the {laughter did burn the houſes, barns, 
and goods, and carry'd away a great ſpoil of horſe, 
nolt, and ſheep, above a thouſand. And James 
Campbel, ſoldier in the caſtle of Sterling, depones, 
that in January 1692, he being then a ſoldier in 


Glenlyon's company, march'd with the company 
from Interlochie to Glenco, where the company 
was quarter'd, and very kindly entertain'd for the 
ſpace of fourteen days; that he knew nothing of 
the defign of killing the Glenco men, till the 


morning that the ſlaughter was committed; at 


which time Glenlyon and Captain Drummond's 
companies were drawn out in ſeveral parties, and 
got orders from Glenlyon and their other officers 


to ſhoot and / all the Countrymen they met with , 
and that the deponent being one of the party 


which was art the town where Glenlyon had his 


quarters, did ſee ſeveral men drawn out of their 
beds, and particularly he did ſee Glenlyon's own 
landlord ſbot by his order, and a young boy of about 


twelve years of age, who endeavour'd to ſave him- 


ſelf by taking hold of Glenlyon, offering to go any 8 


where with him i he would ſpare his life, and was 
ſhot dead by Captain Drummond's order: and the 


deponent did fee about eight perſons kill'd, and 
ſeveral houſes burnt, and women flying to the 
bills to fave their lives. And laftly, Sir Cohn 
Campbel of Aberuchil depones, That after the 
ſlaughter, Glenlyon told him that Macdonald of 


Innerriggen was kill'd with the reſt of the Glenco 
men, 
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men, with Col. Hill's paſs or protection in his Pocket, 
zwhich a ſoldier brought and ſhew'd to Glenlyon. 
The teſtimonies above ſet down being more 
than ſufficient to prove a deed ſo notoriouſly 
known, it is only to be remark'd, that more wits 
neſſes of the actors themſelves might have been 
found, if Glenlyon and his ſoldiers were not at 
dreſent in Flanders with Argile's Regiment, And 
it's farther added, that Lieutenant Colonel Hamil- 
ton, who ſeems by the orders and letters that ſhall 
be hereafter ſet down, to have bad the particular 
charge of this execution, did march the night be- 
fore the ſlaughter with about 400 men ; but the 
weather falling to be very bad and ſevere, they 
were forc'd to ſtay by the way, and did not get to 
_ Glenco againſt the next morning, as had been 
concerted betwixt Major Duncaſon and Lieutenant 
Colonel Hamilton; ſo that the meaſures being 
broke, Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton and his men 
came not to Glenco till about eleven of the clock, 
after the ſlaughter had been committed, which 
prov'd the preſervation and ſafety of the tribe of 
Glenco, ſince by this means the far greater part 
of them eſcap'd: and then the Lieutenant Colonel 
being come to Cannelochleven, appointed ſeveral 
* parties for ſeveral poſts, with orders that they ; 
1 thould take no priſoners, but kill all the men that 1 
| came in their way. Thereafter ſome of the Lieu- 
tenant Colonel's men march'd forward in the Glen, 
and met with major Duncaſon's party, whereof 
a part under Glenlyon had been {ent by Lieute- 
nant Colonel Hamilton to quarter there ſome days 
before; and theſe men told how they had kill'd 
Glenco and about thirty ſix of his men that morn- 


ing, 
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ing, and that there remain'd nothing to be done | 
by the Lieutenant Colonel and his men, fave that | 
they burnt ſome houſes, and id an old man by | 
the Lieutenant ColonePs orders, and brought away 
the ſpoil of the country. And this in its ſeveral _ [4 
parts is teſtify'd by John Forbes, Major in Colonel 
Hill's regiment, Francis F arquhar and Gilbert 
Kennedy, both Lieutenants in that regiment, who 
were all of the Lieutenant Colonel's party, as 
their depoſitions more fully bear. 
It may alſo be here noticed, that ſome days after 
the ſlaughter of the Glenco men was over, there 
came a perſon from —— Campbel of Balcalden, 
Chamberlain, z. e. Steward to the E. of Braidalbin, 
to the deceas'd Glenco's ſons, and offer'd to them, 
if they would declare under their hands, that the 
Earl of Braidalbin was free and clear of the {aid 
laughter, they might be aſſur'd of the Earl's kind- 
neſs for procuring their remiſſion and reſtitution, 
as was plainly depon'd before the commiſſioners. 
It remains now to give an account of the war- 
rants, either given or pretended to be given, for the | 
committing of the foreſaid ſlaughter ; for clearing 4 
whereof it is to be notic'd, that the king having | 
been pleas'd to offer by proclamation an indemnity 
to all the highland rebels, who ſhould come in and 
accept thereof by taking the oath of allegiance, 
betwixt and the firſt of January 1692, after the 
day was elaps'd, it was very proper to give in- 
ſtructions how ſuch of the rebels as had refus'd his 
majeſty's grace ſhould be treated; and therefore his 
majeſty, by his inſtructions of the date of the 11th. 
of January 1692, directed to Sir Thomas Leving- 
ſton, and ſuperſign'd and counterſign'd by bn 
RE | C 1 
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did indeed order and authoriſe Sir Thomas to march 


the troops againſt the rebels, who had not taxen 


the benefit of the indemnity, and to deſtroy them 
by fire and ſword (which is the actual ſtile of our 
commiſſions againſt intercommun'd rebels) but 
with this expreſs mitigation in the fourth article, 


viz. That the rebels may not think themſelves 


deſperate, we allow you to give terms and quar- 
ters, but in this manner only, that chieftains and 
heritors, or leaders, be priſoners of war, their lives 
only ſafe, and all other things in mercy, they taking 
the oath of allegiance: and the community taking 


the oath of allegiance, and rendring their arms, 


and ſubmitting to the government, are to have 
quarters and indemnity for their lives and fortunes, 
and to be protected from the ſoldiers, as the prin- 


. 
* 


Levingſton bears. 


cipal paper of inſtructions produc'd by Sir Thomas 


After theſe inſtructions there were additional 


ones given by his majeſty to Sir Thomas Leving- 
ſton upon the 16th of the ſaid month of January, 
ſuperſign'd and counterſign'd by his majeſty, and 
the date mark'd by Secretary Stair's hand, which 

bear orders for giving of paſſes, and for receiving 


the ſubmiſſion of certain of the rebels; wherein 
all to be notic'd to the preſent purpoſe is, that 


therein his majeſty doth judge it much better that 
| theſe who took not the benefit of the indemnity in 
due time, ſhould be oblig'd to render upon mercy, 


they ſtill taking the oath of allegiance: and then 
it's added, if Mackean of Glenco and that tribe can 
be well ſeparated from the reſt, it will be a proper 


'vindication of the public juſtice to extirpate that 
ſect of thieves. And of theſe additional inſtruc. 
l SL Wy tions, 
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tions, a principal duplicate was ſent to Sir Thomas 
Levingſton, and another to Colonel Hill, and 
were both produc'd; and theſe were all the in- 
ſtructions given by the king in this matter. 
But Secretary Stair, who ſent down theſe in- 
ſtructions, as his letters produc'd, written with his 
hand to Sir Thomas of the ſame date with them, 
_ teſtify, by a previous letter of the date of the 7th 
of __ ſaid month of January, written and ſub- 
{crib'd by him to Sir Thomas, ſays, You know in 
general that theſe troops poſted at Inverneſs and 
Inverlochie will be order'd to take in the houſe of 
Innergarie, and to deftroy intirely the country of 
_ Lochaber, Locheals lands, Kippochs, Glengaries 
and Glenco ; and then adds, aſſure you your Power 
Hall be full enough, and I hope the ſoldiers will not 
trouble the government with priſoners. And by an— 
other letter of the gth of the ſaid month of rk 
ary, which is likewiſe before the inſtructions, and 
written to Sir Thomas as the former, he hath this 
expreſſion, That theſe who remain of the rebels, 
are not able to oppoſe, and their chieſtains being 
all papiſts, It is well the vengeance falls there; 
for my part I could have wiſh'd the Macdonalds 
had not divided, and I am ſorry that Kippoch and 
Mackean of Glenco are ſafe. And then a terwards 
wie have an account, That Locheal, Macnoughton, 
Appin and Glenco took the benefit of the indem- 
nity at Inverary, and Kippoch and others at In- 
verneſs. But this letter of the 11th of January, 
ſent with the firſt inſtructions to Sir Thomas, 
hath this expreſſion, I have no great kindneſs to 
Kippoch nor Glenco, and it's well that people are 
in mercy 3 and then juſt now my Lord Argile 
8 tells 
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tells me, That Glenco hath not taken the oath; at 
which I rejoice; It is a great work of charity to be 
exaft in rooting out that damnable ſect, the worſt of 
the highlands. But in his letter of the 16th of 
January of the ſame date with the additional in- 
ſtructions, tho' he writes in the firſt part of the 
tetter, the king does not at all incline to receive 
any after the diet, but on mercy; yet he there- 
after adds, But for a juſt example of vengeance, I 
intreat the thieving tribe of Glenco may be rooted 
out to purpoſe. And to confirm his by this letter 
of the ſame date, ſent with the other principal 
duplicate, and additional inſtructions to Colonel 
Hill, after having written, that ſuch as render on 
mercy might be ſav'd, he adds, I Mall intreat you 
that for a juſt vengeance and public example, the 
tribe of Glenco may be rooted out to purpoſe. The 
Earls of Argile and Braidalbin have promis'd that 
they ſhall have no retreat in their bounds, the 
paſſes to Ronoch would be ſecur'd, and the hazard 
certified to the Laird of Weems to reſet them; in 
that caſe Argile's detachment, with a party that 
may be poſted in ifland Stalker, muff cut them off, 
and the people of Appin are none of the befl, 
T his laſt letter, with the inſtructions for Colonel 
Hill, was receiv'd by Major Forbes in his name 
at Edinburgh ; and the Major depones, That by 
the allowance he had from the Colonel, he did 
unſeal the packet, and found therein the letter and 
inſtructions as above, which he ſent forward to 
Colonel Hill: and that in the beginning of Fe- 
bruary 1692, being in his way to Fort-William, 
he met ſome companies of Argile's regiment at 
Belliſhiel's, and was ſurpriz*d to underſtand that 
. | 55 
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they were going to quarter in Glenco, but ſaid 
nothing till he came to Fort-William, where 
Colonel Hill told him, that Lieut. Col. Hamilton 
had got orders about the affair of Glenco, and that 
therefore the Colonel had left it to Lieutenant 
Colonel Hamilton's management, Who, he appre- 
hends, had concerted the matter with Major Dun- 
caſon. And Colonel Hill depones, That he un- 
derſtood that Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton and 
Major Duncaſon got the orders about the Glenco 
men, which were ſent to Lieutenant Colonel Ha- 
milton; that for himſelf he lik'd not the buſineſs; but 
was very griev'd at it; that the king's inſtructions 
of the 16th of January 1692, with tlie maſter of 
Stair's letters of the ſame date, were brought to 
him by Major Forbes, who had receiv'd them, 
and unſeal'd the packet at Edinburgh, as theſe 
two depoſitions do bear. e 
Yet the execution and flaughter of the Glenco 
men did not immediately take effect, and there- 
after on the zoth of the ſaid month of January, 
the maſter of Stair doth again write two letters, 
one to Sir Thomas Levingſton, which bears, I am 
lad that Glenco did not come in within the time 
prefix'd; I hope what is done there may be in 
earneſt, ſince the reſt are not in a condition to 
draw together to help; I think to harry (that is 
to drive) their cattel, and burn their houſes, is but 
to render them deſperate lawleſs men to rob their 
neighbours, but I believe you will be ſatisfy'd it 
were a great advantage to the ration, That thieving 
tribe were rooted out, and cut off; it muſt be quietly 
done, otherwiſe . they will make ſhift for both their 
men and their cattel; Argile's detachment lies in 
V 
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Letrickweel to aſſiſt the garriſon to do all of a 
ſudden. And the other to Colonel Hill, which 
bears, Pray when the thing concerning Glenco is 
reſolved, let it be ſecret and ſudden, otherwiſe the 
men will ſhift you, and better not meddle with them 
than not to do it to purpoſe, to cut off that neſt of 
robbers, who have fallen in the mercy of the law, 
now when there's force and opportunity, whereby 
the kings juſtice will be as conſpicuous and uſeful as 
his clemency to others. ] apprehend the ſtorm is ſo 
great, that for ſome time you can do little, but ſo 
ſoon as poſſible I know you will be at work, for 
theſe falſe people will do nothing but as they ſee 

you in a condition to do with them. 
Sir Thomas Levingſton having got the king's 
inſtructions, with Secretary Stair's letter of the 
16th of January, and knowing by a letter he had 
from the maſter of Stair of the date of the 7th of 
January 1692, that Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton 
was to be the man employ'd in the execution of 
the Glenco men, in purſuance of the Secretary's 
letter, he writes to Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton 
upon the 23d of the ſaid month of January, telling 
him, That it was judg'd good news that Glenco 
had not taken the oath of allegiance within the 
time prefix'd ; and that Secretary Stair in his laſt 
letter had made mention of him, and then adds, 
For, fir, here is a fair occaſion for you, to ſhow that 
your garriſon ſerves for ſome uſe ; and ſeeing that 
the orders are ſo politive from court to me, not to 
© ſpare any of them that have not timely come in, 
as you may ſee by the orders I ſend to your 
Colonel, I deſire you would begin with Glenco, 
Land ſpare nothing which belongs to him; but 
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do not trouble the government with priſoners : As 
this letter produc'd by Lieutenant Colonel Ha- 
milton bears. VV F 
And Sir Thomas being heard upon this letter, 
declar'd, that at that time he was immediately re- 
turn'd from his journey to London, and that he 
knew nothing of any ſoldiers being quarter'd in 
Glenco, and only meant that he ſhould be proſecuted 
as a rebel flanding out, by fair hoſtility: and in this 
ſenſe he made uſe of the ſame words and orders 
written to him by Secretary Stair. Thereafter 
Colonel Hill gives his order to be directed to Lieu- 


tenant Colonel Hamilton, in theſe terms: Sir, 


* You are with 400 of my regiment, and the 400 
of my Lord Argile's regiment, under the com- 
mand of Major Duncaſon, to march ftreight to 
Glenco, and there put in due execution the or- 

ders you have received from the commander in 

chief. Given under my hand at Fort-William, 
the 12th day of February, 1692. And this order 
is alſo produc'd by Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton. 

Then the ſame day Lieutenant Colonel Hamil- 

ton wrote to Major Duncaſon in theſe terms: 

SIR, Purſuant to the commander in chief and 
my colonel's orders to me, for putting in execu- 
tion the ſervice againſi the rebels of Glenco, 
wherein you with a party of Argile's regiment, 
now under your command, are to be concern'd, 

vou are therefore to order your affairs ſo that 
you be at the ſeveral poſts aſſign'd you by ſeven 
of the clock to-morrow morning being Satur- 
day, and fall in adlion with them; at which time 

1 will endeavour to be with the party from this 
place at the poſt appointed them, It will be ne- 
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ceſſary that the avenues minded by Lieutenant 
Campbel on the ſouth fide be ſecur'd; that the 
old fox nor none of his cubs get away : the orders 
are, that none be ſpar'd, nor the government troubPd 
with priſoners; and the copy of this laſt order 15 
produc'd under Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton's 
own hand, and accordingly the ſlaughter of 
Glenco and his poor people did enſue the next 
morning, being the 13th of February 1692, in the 
manner narrated. S „ 
And upon the whole matter, it is the opinion 
of the commiſſion; Firſt, That it was a great 
wrong that Glenco's caſe and diligence, as to his 
taking the oath of allegiance, with Ardkinlas's 
certificate of his taking the oath of allegiance on 
the 6th of January 1692, and Colonel Hill's letter 
to Ardkinlas, and Ardkinlas's letter to Colin 
Campbel, ſheriff-clerk, for clearing Glenco's dili- 
gence and innocence, were not preſented to the 
Jords of his majeſty's privy council, when they 
were ſent into Edinburgh in the ſaid month of 
January; and that thoſe who advis'd the not pre- 
fenting thereof were in the wrong, and ſeem to 
have had a malicious defign againſt Glenco; and 
that it was a further wrong that the certificate, as 
to Glenco's taking the oath of allegiance, was de- 
lete and obliterate after it came to Edinburgh; 
and that being ſo obliterate, it ſhould neither have 
been preſented to, or taken in by the clerk of the 
council, without an expreſs warrant from the 
council. Secondly, That it appears to have been 
known at London, and particularly to the maſter 
of Stair, in the month of January 1692, that 
Glenco had taken the oath of allegiance, tho! after 
the 
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the day prefix'd; for he faith in his letter of the 


3oth of January to Sir Thomas Levingſton, as is 
above remark'd, I am glad that Glenco came not 
in within the time preſcrib'd. Thirdly, That there 
was nothing in the king's inſtructions to warrant 
the committing of the foreſaid {laughter, even as 
to the thing itſelf, and far leſs as to the manner 
of it; ſeeing all his inſtructions do plainly import, 


that the moſt obſtinate of the rebels might be re- 


ceiv'd into mercy, upon taking the oath of alle= 


giance, tho' the day was long before elaps'd; and 
that he order'd nothing concerning Glenco and 


his tribe, but that if they could be well ſeparated 


from the reſt, it would be a proper vindication of 


the public juſtice to extirpate that ſect of thieves : 


which plainly intimates, that it was his majeſty's 
mind that they could not be ſeparated from the 
reſt of theſe rebels, unleſs they fill refus'd his 


mercy by continuing in arms and refuſing the al- 
legiance ; and that ever in that caſe they were only 


fo be proceeded againſt in the way of public juſtice, 
and no other way. Fourthly, That Secretary 


Stair's letters, eſpecially that of the 11th of Ja- 


nuary 1692, in which he rejoices to hear that 


- 


Glenco had not taken the oath, and that of the 
| I6th of January, of the ſame date with the King's 
additional inſtructions, and that of the 3oth of the 
ſame month, were no ways warranted by, but 
quite exceeded the king's foreſaid inſtructions; 


ſince the ſaid letters, without any inſinuation of 


: any method to be taken that might well ſeparate 
the Glenco men from the reſt, did in place of pre- 
ſeribing a vindication of public juſtice, order tim 


to be cut off and rooted out in earneſt, and to pur- 


D poſe, 
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poſe, and that ſuddenly, and ſecretly, and quietly, 


and all on a ſudden ; which are the expreſs 
terms of the ſaid letters; and comparing 
them and the other letters with what enſu'd, 
appear to have been the only warrant and cauſe 
of their ſlaughter, which in effect was a barbarous 
MURDER, perpetrated by the perſons depon'd 
againſt, And this is yet farther confirm'd, by 
two more of his letters, written to Colonel Hill, 
after the ſlaughter committed, viz. on the 5th of 
of March 1692, wherein, after having ſaid that 
there was much talk at London, that the Glenco 
men were MURDER'D in their beds after they 
had taken the allegiance, he continues, For the 
laſt I know nothing of it; I am ſure neither you, 
nor any body empower'd to treat or give indem- 
| nity, did give Glenco the oath; and to take it 
from any body elſe, after the diet elaps'd, did im- 
port nothing at all; all that I regrate is, that any 
of the ſort got away, and there is a neceſſity to 
proſecute them to the utmoſt. And another from 
the Hague, the laſt of April 1692, wherein he 
ſays, for the people of Glenco, when you do your 
duty in a thing ſo neceſſary to rid the country 
of thieving, you need not trouble yourſelf to take the 
pains to vindicate yourſelf by ſhewing all your orders, 
which are now put in the Paris Gazette; when 
you do right you need fear no body; all that can 
be ſaid is, That in the execution, it was neither ſo 
Full nor ſo fair as might have been. And this 
their humble opinion the commiſſioners, with all 
ſubmiſſion, return and lay before his majeſty, in 
diſcharge of the foreſaid commiſſion, 80 
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Sic Subſcribitur, Tweddale, Anandale (now | 


Marquiſs of Anandale, and preſident of the privy- 


council.) Murray (now Duke of Athol, and lord 


privy ſeal.) Ja. Stuart (her majeſty's advocate, 5 
Adam Cockburn (late lord-treaſurer deput.) W. 


Hamilton (Lord 8 one of the lords of 


the ſeſſion.) Ja. Ogilvie (now Earl of Seafield 


and lord high Thinitoclioe) A. Drummond, 


Proceedings 
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Proceedings in Parliament. 


HE report being agreed on, and gr d by 

the commiſſioners, ſeveral members mov'd 
in parliament on the 24th of June, that the ſaid 
report ſhould be laid before the houſe. 

Upon which his majeſty's high commiſſioner 
acquainted the parliament, That the report of the 
commiſſion, for inquiring into the buſineſs of 
Glenco, being ſent to his majeſty on Thurſday 
laſt, he would lay the ſame before them, with the 
depoſitions of the witneſſes, and other documents 
relating thereto, for their ſatisfaction and full in- 
formation; and if they thought fit to make any 
other uſe of it, he made no doubt it would be 
with that ee and ſubmiſſion to his majeſty's 

judgment that becometh ſo loyal and zealous a 
parliament, in vindication of the juſtice and ho- 

4 nour of his majeſty's government. 

Then the report from the commiſſion, for in- 
quiring into the ſlanghter of the Glenco men, was 
read, with the depoſitions of the witneſſes, the 
king's inſtructions, and the maſter of Stair 8 letters 
for inſtructing the ſaid report. 
After — the ſaid report, it was voted, Ne- 

mine contradicente, That his majeſty's inſtructions 
of the 11th and 16th days of January 1692, 

touching the highland abate. who did not accept 
in due time of the benefit of his indemnity, did 
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contain a warrant for mercy to all without excep- 
tion, who ſhould take the oath of allegiance and 
come in upon mercy, tho' the firſt day of January 
1692, prefix'd by the proclamation of indemnity 
was paſs'd; and that therefore theſe inſtruc= 
tions contain'd uo warrant for the execution of the 
Glenco men, made in February thereafter. Then 
the queſtion was ftated and voted, If the execution 
of the Glenco men in February 1692, as it is re- 
preſented to the parliament, be a MURDER, or 
not? And carry'd in the affirmative, _ 
Mov'd, That ſince the parliament has found it 
a MURDER, it may be inquir'd into who were 
the occaſion of it, and the perſons guilty and 
committers of it, and in what way and manner 
they ſhould be proſecuted. And after ſome debate 
thereon, the method of the ſaid proſecution was 
delay'd, and reſolv'd that this houſe will again 
take the ſame under conſideration firſt on Monday 
next: and the maſter of Stair's letters were order'd 
to be put in the clerk's hands, and any members 
of parliament allow'd an inſpection thereof. 
June 26, 1695. The inquiry into the perſons 
who were the occaſion of the ſlaughter of the 
Glenco men was again propon'd, and motion'd, 
that before any further procedure in that affair, 
there may be an addreſs ſent to his majeſty on 
what is already paſt. And after ſome debate 
thereon, The queſtion ſtated, proceed further in 
the inquiry 3 addreſſing his majeſty, or ad- 
dreſs upon what 1s already paſt without any fur- 
ther procedure? And carry'd, proceed further 
before addreſs. e 1 
LES Thereafter 
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Thereafter the queſtion ſtated and voted, If they 
| ſhould firſt proceed to conſider the maſter of 
Stair's letters, or the actors of the MURDER of 
Glenco men? And carry'd, Firſt to conſider the 
oo SB. eh 

Then the maſter of Stair's letters, with the 
king's inſtructions to Sir Thomas Levingſton and 
Colonel Hill, and the 4th article of the opinion of 
the commuſſion relating to the maſter of Stair, 
was read; and after ſome debate the queſtion was 
ſtated, Whether the maſter of Stair's letters do 
exceed the king's commiſſion, towards the killing 
and deſtroying the Glenco men, or not? And 
carry'd in the affirmative. CIS 

The parliament proceeded farther in the inquiry 
of the {laughter of the Glenco men. And in 
the firſt place, as to the orders given by Sir Tho- 
mas Levingſton, in two of his letters directed to 
Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton: And the faid let- 
ters being read, after debate thereon it was put 
to the vote, proceed or delay, and carry'd proceed. 

Then the queſtion was ſtated, Whether Sir 
Thomas Levingſton had reaſon to give ſuch or- 
ders as were contain'd in theſe letters, or not? 
and was carry'd in the affirmative, Nemine con- 
iradicente. : RT 1 
July 8, 1695. The parliament having reſum'd 
the inquiry into the ſlaughter of the Glenco men, 
and who were the actors; and in the firſt place 
about Lieutenant Col. Hamilton, and that part of 
the report of the commiſſion relating to him, and 

the orders he got, and the orders he ſaid he gave, 
with the Depoſitions taken before the ſaid com- 
miſſion :* and after ſome debate thereon, the - 

TR queſtion 


the Maſſacre at Glenco. 31 


was ſtated and put to the vote; If from what ap- 
pears to the parliament, Lieut. Col. Hamilton be 
free from the MURDER of the Glenco men, and 
whether there be ground to proſecute him for the 
ſame, or not? and carry'd, he was not clear, and 
that there was ground to proſecute him. 
Then the queſtion was ſtated and voted as to 
Major Duncaſon, at preſent in Flanders, If the 
king ſhould be addreſs'd, either to cauſe him to be 
examin'd there about the orders he receiv'd, and 
his knowledge of that matter ; or that he be or- 
dered home to be proſecuted therefore, as his ma- 
jeſty ſhall think fit, or no! and carry'd in the 
_ affirmative, 
Then that part of . report of the commiſſion, 
as to Glenlyon, Captain Drammond, Lieutenant 
or Adjutant Lindſay, Enſign Lundy, and Serjeant 
Barber, read with the depoſitions of the witneſſes 
againſt them; and the queſtion ſtated and voted, 
If it appear'd that the ſaid perſons were the actors 
of the MURDER of the Glenco men under 
truſt; and that his majeſty be addreſs'd to ſend 
them home to be proſecuted for the ſame accord- 
ing to law, or not? And carry'd in the affirma- 
tive. 
Therefore voted. If! it ſhould be remitted to the 
committee for the ſecurity of the kingdom to draw 
this addreſs, or a new committee elected for draw- 
ing thereof? and carry'd remit. 
The report from the committee for ſecurity of. 
the kingdom in favours of the Glenco men, read 
and remitted to the ſaid committee; That there 
be a particular recommendation of the petitioners _ 
cale to his majeſty brought in wy the ſaid Com- 
mittee, OY 


July 10, 1695. The addreſs about the ſlaughter 
of the Glenco men to be ſent to the king, read, 
with ſeveral of the maſter of Stair's letters to Sir 
Thomas Levingſton and Colonel Hill: And after 
ſome debate upon the paragraph touching the 
maſter of Stair, it was voted, approve the para- 
graph as brought in from the committee, or as 
offer'd with amendments : It carry'd, approve as 
brought in from the committee. Thereafter the 
whole addreſs was put to the vote, and approv'd 
0 


The Addreſs of the Noblemen, Barons and Burroughs 
in Parliament, humbly preſented to his moſt ſacred 
Majeſtiy upon the Diſcovery communicated to them, 
touching the MURDER of the Glenco men, in 
February 1692. e e ao 3 
JE your majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful 
V Y ſubjeRs, the.noblemen, barons and bur- 
roughs aſſembled in parliament, do humbly re- 
preſent to your majeſty, That in the beginning 
of this ſeſſion, we thought it our duty, for the 
more ſolemn and public vindication of the ho- 
nour and juſtice of the government, to inquire 
into the barbarous ſlaughter committed in 
Glenco, Feb. 1692, which hath made ſo muck _ 
noiſe, both in this kingdom and your majeſty's 
other dominions: But we being inform'd by 
your majeſty's commiſſioner, That we were pre- 
vented in this matter by a commiſſion under 
the great ſeal for the ſame purpoſe. We did, 
upon reading the ſaid commiſſion, unanimouſly 
acquieſce to your majeſty's pleaſure, and return'd 
our humble acknowledgments for your royal 
5 „ 
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care in granting the ſame; and we only deſir'd 
that the diſcoveries to be made ſhould be com- 
municated to us, to the end that we might add 
our zeal to your majeſty's for proſecuting ſuch 
diſcoveries; and that in ſo national a concern, 
the vindication might be alſo public as the re- 


proach and ſcandal had been ; and principally 
that we, for whom it was moſt proper, might 
teſtify to the world how clear your majeſty's 

Juſtice is in all this matter. TEE 
And now your majeſty's commiſſioner, upon 

our repeated inſtances, communicated to us a 
copy of the report tranſmitted by the commiſ- 
ſion to your majeſty, with your majeſty's in- 
ſtructions, the maſter of Stair's letters, the orders 
given by the officers, and the depoſitions of the 
witneſſes relating to that report ; and the ſame 
being read and compar'd, we could not but una- 


nimouſly declare, That your majeſty's inſtrue- 


+ tions of the 5th and 16th of January, 1692, 
© touching the highlanders who had not accepted 

in due time of the benefit of the indemnity, 

did contain a warrant for mercy to all without 
exception, who ſhould offer to take the oath of 
allegiance, and come in upon mercy, tho' the 
1ſt of January 1692, prefix'd by the procla- 

mation of indemnity was paſt ; and that theſe 
inſtructions contain no warrant for the execu- 
tion of the Glenco men made in February there- 
after. And here we cannot but acknowledge 


your majeſty's ſignal clemency upon this occa- 
ſion, as well as in the whole tract of your go- 


vernment over us; for had your majeſty, with- 
out new offers of mercy, given poſitive orders 


+ for 
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for the executing THE LAW upon the highlanders, 


that had already deſpis'd your repeated indemni- 
ties, they had but met with what they Jan de- 


ſerved. 


* But it being your majeſty” s mind, n e 
to your uſual clemency, ſtill to offer them mer- 


cy; and the killing of the Glenco men being 


upon that account unwarrantable, as well as the 


manner of doing it being barbarous and inhu— 


mane, we proceeded to vote the killing of them 


a MURDER, and to inquire who had given 


occaſion to it, and were the actors in it. 


We found in the firſt place that the maſter of 
Stair his letters had exceeded your majefly's in- 
 firuftions towards the killing and deſtruQion of 
the Glenco men : this appear'd by the comparing 
the inſtructions and letters, whereof the juſt 1 
teſted duplicates are herewith tranſmitted ; 
which letters the Glenco men are over and 3 


diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the highlanders, 


not as the fitteſt ſubject of ſeverity, in caſe they 
continu'd obſtinate, and made ſeverity neceſſary 


according to the meaning of the inſtructions; 


but as men abſolutely and poſitively order'd to 


be deſtroy'd, without any further conſideration, 


than that of thee not having taken the indemnity 

in due time; and their not having taken it, is 

valu'd as a happy incident, fince it afforded an 
opportunity to deftroy them; and the deſtroying 


of them 1s urg'd with a great deal of zeal, as a 


thing acceptable and of public uſe ; and this zeal 
1s extended, even to the giving of directions about 
the manner of cutting them off: from all which 


it is plain, that tho" the inftruions be for mercy 
- + =D 
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to aſſiſt all that will ſubmit, tho' the day of in- 


demnity was elaps'd, yet the letters do exclude 
the Glenco men from this mercy. FCS. 


In the next place we examin'd the orders given 


by Sir Thomas Levingſton in this matter, and 
were unanimouſly of opinion that he had reaſon 


to give ſuch orders for cutting off the Glenco 


men, upon the ſuppoſition that they had rejected 


the indemnity, and without making them new 


offers of mercy, being a thing in it {elf lawful, 
which your majeſty might have order'd; but it 
appearing that Sir Thomas was then ignorant of 
the peculiar circumſtances of the Glenco men, he 


might very well underſtand your majeſty's in- 


ſtructions in the reſtricted ſenſe, which the maſ- 


ter of Stair's letters had given them, or under- 


ſtand the maſter of Stair's letters to be your ma- 


jeſty's additional pleaſure, as it is evident he did 
by the orders which he gave, where any addition 


that is to be found in them to your majeſty's 


inſtructions, is given, not only in the maſter of 
Stair's ſenſe, but in his words. 


* We proceeded to examine Colonel Hill's part 
of the buſineſs, and were unanimous, that he was 


clear and free of the ſlaughter of the Glenco 


men; for tho' your majeſty's inſtructions, and 


the maſter of Stair's letters were ſent ſtrait from 
London to him, as well as to Sir Thomas Le- 
vingſton, yet he knowing the peculiar circum- 


ſtances of the Glenco men ſhun'd to execute 
them, and gave no orders in the matter, till ſuch 


time as knowing that his Lieutenant Colonel 
had receiv'd orders to take with him 400 men 
of his garriſon and regiment, he, to fave his own 


« honour 
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honour and authority, gave a general order to 
Hamilton, his Lieutenant Colonel, to take the 


400 men, and to put in due execution the orders 


which others had given him. 
Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton's part came- 


next to be conſider'd, and he being requir'd to 
be preſent, and call'd, and not appearing, we or- 


der'd him to be danoune'd, and to be ſeiz'd on 
wherever he could be found; and having conſi- 


its the orders that he receiv'd, and the orders 


which he ſaid before the commiſſion he gave, 
and his ſhare in the execution, we agreed, that 
from what appear'd, he was not clear of the 
MURDER of the Glenco men, and that there 
"_ ground to proſecute him for it. 
Major Duncaſon, who receiv'd orders 8 


Hamilton, being in Flanders, as well as thoſe to 


whom he gave orders, we could not ſee thoſe 


orders; and therefore we only refolv'd about 


him, that we ſhould addreſs to your majefty, 


either to cauſe him to be examin'd there in Flan- 


ders, about the orders he receiv'd, and his know- 
ledge of that affair, or to order him liome to be 


proſecuted therefore, as your majeſty ſhall gh 
fit. 


In the laſt place, the depoſitions of the wit- 


neſſes being clear, as to the ſhare which Captain 
 Campbel of Glenlyon, Captain Drummond, 
Lieutenant Lindſey, Enſign Lundie, and Serjeant 
Barber had in the execution of the Glenco men, 
2 whom they were quarter'd ; we agree that 
it appear'd that the ſaid perſons were the actors 
in the ſlaughter of the Glenco men under truſt, 


and tant we -hould. addreſs your majeſty to ſend 


5 85 them 
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them home to be proſecuted for the ſame. accord- 
to law. 


This being the ſtate of that whole matter as 
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it lies before us, and which, together with the 


report tranſmitted to your majeſty by the com 


miſſioner (and which we ſaw verify d) gi ves full 


light to it; We humbly beg, that conſidering 
that the maſter of Stair's exceſs in his letters 
againſt the Glenco men has been the original 
cauſe of this unhappy buſineſs, and hath given 
occaſion in a great meaſure to ſo extraordinary 
an execution, by the warm directions he gives 
about doing it by way of ſurprize; and conſi- 
dering the high ſtation and truſt he is in, and 
that he is abſent, We do therefore-beg, that your 


majeſty will give ſuch. orders about him for 


vindication of your government, as you in your 
royal wiſdom ſhall think fit. 


And likewiſe confidering that the actors have 
barbaroufly kill'd men under truſt, we humbly 


deſire your majeſty would be pleas'd to ſend the 
actors home, and to give orders to your advo- 
cate to proſecute them according to law; there 
remaining nothing elſe to be done for the full 
vindication of your government of ſo foul and 


ſcandalous an aſperſion as it has lain under upon 


this occaſion, 


„ We tſhall only add, that the remains of the 


) 6.0 


Glenco men, who eſcap'd the ſlaughter, being 
reduc'd to great poverty by the depredation and 
vaſtation that was then committed upon them, 
and having ever ſince liv'd peaceably under your 
majeſty's protection, have now apply d to us 
that we might intercede with your majeſty, that 
. = ſome 
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ſome reparation may be made them for their 
* Tofles. We do humbly lay their caſe before your 
© majeſty, as worthy of your royal charity and 
c compaſſion, that ſuch orders may be given for 
< fupplying them in their neceſſities, as your ma- 
jeſty ſhall think fit. 
* And this the moſt humble addreſs of the : 
c eſtates of parliament 1 15, by their order and war- 
« rant, and in their name, fubſcribed by, 


May it pleaſe y your Majeſty, 
* Your Majeſty's moſt humble, moſt obedient, | 
and moft faithful ſubject and ſervant, 13 


Fuly 10, 169 5. . Ad- Anandale, P. P. 
areſs voted and W ales : FED. un 


N. B. There never was any Proſecution 
| againſt any of thoſe Perſons charg'd 
with this barbarous MURDER ; but, 
on the contrary, by the Advice of ſome. 
who were then about his Majeſty, ſe- 
veral of the Officers were prefer d, and 
the whole Matter ſlur d over. 


